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Sense of the Faithful website Newsletter No 4 - 31 August 2020
We have set up the Sense of the Faithful website to provide a place for discussions between
parishes and for individuals who are involved in the Plenary Council 2020 process through their
parish. We have called parishes in Melbourne to promote the Sense of the Faithful website.
Please ask your parish to put details of the website in their parish newsletter, as some parishes
have done so already. We now have just over 100 subscribers to this newsletter.

Additions to the website

The most recent additions to the Sense of the Faithful website, marked in orange, focus on the
preparation of the Plenary Council’s working document (Instrumentum Laboris). This will
serve as a statement of intent for the council and so will structure what the PC discusses, and
how they are conducted.

As we emphasise on the website, we encourage parishioners to express their views on the key
issues they want discussed, after reading and thinking about the most recent discernment
process - the six thematic discernment papers produced by the writing groups.

We have posted here our initial responses to these valuable products of the discernment process.
We have also prepared an overview of the large number of recommendations in these thematic
papers - in fact we have counted 161 separate recommendations. We have sorted the
recommendations by theme and ranked them by overall number of mentions and mentions
across the writing groups. The detailed analysis can be found here along with the spreadsheet
listing the recommendations by theme and thematic paper.

Below is a summary table focusing on the top ten themes.
Table 1: Number of recommendations categorised by key issues, the thematic
discernment papers with the relevant recommendation, and a rating of importance,
based on number of references  by references in the thematic papers

Rank order of key issue Recommendations
(number)

Thematic
paper No

No of
papers Rating

1. Implement new
governance changes 20 1,2,3,4,5,6 6 120

2. Humble leadership,
changes to the priesthood 17 1,2,3,4,5,6 6 102

3. Promote mission &
evangelisation 10 1,2,3,4,6 5 50

4. Encourage an open and
inclusive Church 11 1,2,4,5 4 44

5. Personal faith formation 21 3,5 2 42

6. Promote role of women
in the Church 8 1,2,4,5,6 5 40

7. Focus on poor and
marginalised 9 1,2,3,5 4 36

8. Build stronger parishes 11 3,5,6 3 33
9. Make the liturgy more
relevant 11 2,3,4 3 33

10. Promote the family 12 1,2 2 24

https://www.senseofthefaithful.org.au/
https://www.senseofthefaithful.org.au/towards-the-final-documents
https://025370f4-c9c6-42b5-a65b-5d5c4c83ac1c.filesusr.com/ugd/cb01c4_af5d05b2174f43dca128bb2e9d66b857.pdf
https://www.senseofthefaithful.org.au/towards-the-final-documents
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Focus on church governance and leadership

The first two themes stand out with more than twice as many references as the third placed
theme. So it is easy to identify Church governance and humble leadership/changes to the
priesthood as obvious issues the PC working document needs to address.

The first theme is now again in the news with the 15 August release of the official version
released by the Bishops (ACBC) of the important report Light from the Southern Cross:
Promoting co-responsible governance in the Catholic Church in Australia.

We have also posted on the website the media release (19 August) of the Implementation
Advisory Group about the report. The media release notes that ‘at its core, the report addresses
opportunities for increased lay participation and levels of co-responsibility’.

The  media release also notes that ‘the final iteration [of the report] corrects typographical and
factual errors that were drawn to our attention and makes other minor changes that do not affect
the substance of the discussion or recommendations’.

Mr Jack de Groot said, Chair of the Implementation Advisory, which was commissioned by the
Bishops to prepare the report, summarised its focus: Nine questions focusing on the nature of
the Church; renewal and change; governance and management structures; and culture inform

the report's narrative.

Also listed in the media release are three significant documents released publicly since the
initial report was made public on 1 May. These are:

1. Congregation for the Clergy, Instruction: The pastoral conversion of the Parish community
in the service of the evangelising mission of the Church. Issued 20 July 2020.

2. Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Vademecum On Certain Points of Procedure in
Treating Cases of Sexual Abuse of Minors Committed by Clerics Issues 16 July 2020.

3. A new report by the US Leadership Roundtable recommends the establishment of national
standards for financial management for dioceses across the United States. The report has
chapters on ‘envisioning a new culture of leadership’ and ‘a culture of co-responsible
governance and leadership’.

Other useful reference documents

The Catholics for Renewal website has published a summary document on the Sensus Fidelium
(Sense of faith of Christ’s faithful). This is the first of a series of short accessible key Plenary
Council issue documents they have published to date.

2) Synodal Governance for a Pastoral Church  [Jan. 2020] HERE
3) Co-responsibility: Sharing in church governance [Feb. 2020] HERE
4) Clericalism [March 2020] HERE
5) Women and Ministry [April 2020] HERE
6) Priesthood, Celibacy & Marriage [May 2020] HERE
7) Subsidiarity [June 2020] HERE
8) Signs of the Times [July 2020] HERE
9) Stewardship [August 2020] HERE

https://025370f4-c9c6-42b5-a65b-5d5c4c83ac1c.filesusr.com/ugd/cb01c4_23349d05d3e6422b98ec27082a0ebabe.pdf
https://025370f4-c9c6-42b5-a65b-5d5c4c83ac1c.filesusr.com/ugd/cb01c4_23349d05d3e6422b98ec27082a0ebabe.pdf
https://025370f4-c9c6-42b5-a65b-5d5c4c83ac1c.filesusr.com/ugd/cb01c4_1728df9a937f43e3bcdea0132c17f4a4.pdf
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/07/20/200720a.html
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/07/20/200720a.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20200716_vademecum-casi-abuso_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20200716_vademecum-casi-abuso_en.html
https://leadershiproundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/LeadershipRoundtableReport_WearetheBodyofChrist_2020.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20Sensus%20fidelium%20summary%20document%2020191219-1.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20Sensus%20fidelium%20summary%20document%2020191219-1.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20-%20Summary%20-%20Governance%20-%20FINAL%20-%2028%20Jan%2020.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20SUMMARY%20PAPER%203%20Co-responsibility%20FINAL%2020200226_1200.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20-%20Summary%20Statement%20-Clericalism%20-%20FINAL%2020200330_2020-1.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/Summary%20Document%20No%205%20C4R%20Women%20and%20Ministry%2020200429%201200-3.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20Summary%20Document%20%20Priesthood%20Celibacy%20and%20Mariage%20FINAL%2020200524-2.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20Summary%20Document%20%20Subsidiarity%20FINAL%2020200624.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20-%20SUMMARY%20-%20FINAL%20-%20Signs%20of%20the%20Times%20-%2029072020_1630hrs.pdf
https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R%20-%20FINAL%20-%20Summary%20Document%20-%20Stewardship%20-%20PW_ML_PJ%20%2020200821.pdf
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